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Checklist of the birds of Tehran province during the past half century
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Abstract: According to omithological surveys conducted during the past 50 years, 338 species of birds
(64% of the total occurring in Iran) have been recorded within the boundaries of Tehran province. Of
the 15 most popular areas for bird-watching in the province, the Latian Dam and Lashgarak area has
the highest total of species (280), followed by Tehran urban areas (191), Jajerud Valley (182), Ghaleh-
Now Marshes (179) and Kavir National Park (175). Bird ringing data show that 3,772 individuals of
74 species were ringed in the 1970s in Tehran province. A list of 53 rare species (up to 20 records) in
Tehran province is presented separately, along with a list of 13 species the occurrence of which remains
hypothetical. There are at present six protected areas in the province: Lar, Kavir, Khojir and Sorkheh-
Hesar National Parks, and Varjin and Central Alborz Protected Areas. Fourteen of the bird species
recorded in Tehran province are currently listed in the TUCN Red List categories. This emphasises the
need to increase conservation efforts for protecting birds in the province. Q
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