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Checklist of the birds of Tehran province during the past half century
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Abstract: According to omithological surveys conducted during the past 50 years, 338 species of birds
(64% of the total occurring in Iran) have been recorded within the boundaries of Tehran province. Of
the 15 most popular areas for bird-watching in the province, the Latian Dam and Lashgarak area has
the highest total of species (280), followed by Tehran urban areas (191), Jajerud Valley (182), Ghaleh-
Now Marshes (179) and Kavir National Park (175). Bird ringing data show that 3,772 individuals of
74 species were ringed in the 1970s in Tehran province. A list of 53 rare species (up to 20 records) in
Tehran province is presented separately, along with a list of 13 species the occurrence of which remains
hypothetical. There are at present six protected areas in the province: Lar, Kavir, Khojir and Sorkheh-
Hesar National Parks, and Varjin and Central Alborz Protected Areas. Fourteen of the bird species
recorded in Tehran province are currently listed in the TUCN Red List categories. This emphasises the
need to increase conservation efforts for protecting birds in the province. Q
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Figure 1. Map of Tehran province and location of 15 birdwatching areas in the present survey. Key to
numbers: 1= Lar, 2= High Alborz, 3= Varjin, 4= Latian and Lashgarak, 5= Jajerud Protected Area, 6=
Khojir and Shorkheh-Hesar National Parks, 7= Damavand, 8= Tehran area, 9= Ghaleh-Now marshes,
10= Varamin area, 11= Band-Ali-Khan marshes and Kavir National Park, 12= Karaj area, 13= Gharpuz-
Abad, 14= Robat-Karim.
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Figure 3. Number of bird species according to their status.
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Figure 2. Number of bird species according to their frequency.
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Table 1. Categories of status and frequency of bird species used in Table 2 (D.A. Scott, unpublished information).
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Table 2. Checklist of the birds of Tehran Province during the past 50 years. Key to symbols: B= Behrouzi-Rad 1990, BH= Bakhtiari
& Hashemi, unpublished reports, BH9= Bakhtiari & Hashemi 2009, BT= Bakhtiari & Tohidifar 2007, By= Bayat et al. 1991,
C= Cheraghi (pers. obs. during 5 visits to Lar in summer 2008), D= Dayani et al. 1985, DOE (Mid-winter waterbird censuses data
for Karaj Dam, Latian Dam, Jajerud river, Band-Ali Khan wetland and Varamin lake), E= Erard & Etchecopar 1970, G= Ghoddousi
etal. 2007, K = Khaleghizadeh (pers. obs.), Kh=Khaleghizadeh 2004 (Evin), KS=Khaleghizadeh & Sehhatisabet 2007, M7= Meiklejohn
1947, M8= Meiklejohn 1948, M17= Mlikovsky 2007, N= Norton 1958, O= Osaei pers. obs., P= Passburg 1959, R= Rogers 2001, RA=
Roselaar & Aliabadian 2009, RG= ringing data (DOE), S= Scott (unpublished data in the 1970s, S7a= Scott 2007a, S7b= Scott (2007b),
Sc7a= Schiitz 1957a, Sc7b= Schiitz 1957b, Sp= Sepehmia (2000) and Sepehmia & Behrouzi-Rad (2001), St= Sturhan 1972, T7a=
Trott 1947a (Lar), T7b= Trott 1947b, T = Tohidifar (pers. obs.), Y= YEKOM. Symbols regarding status and frequency are explained

in Table 1.
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