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Introduction

This tour was planned in summer 2018, when Chibgskephotographevisited Georgia for aveek

time, in order to explore opportunities for the future trips. This time we visited Greater Caucasus
Mountains of Kazbegi &jion and ®ppe hotspots to the east of Georgia. Despite of reasonably warm
temperaturesnonbreedingand long ago passed migom, we did manage to see and photograph a
very nice set of resident bisd, especi al | y ;iEasterhrhperialSteppe and edser e a
Spotted Eagles, Pallid ado n t aHpuiérs Eurasiariffon, Cinereousand Egyptian Vultures,
Chukar Rirtridge Isabelline Blackeared, Pied and Finsch'shéateas, Rufoustailed Scrub Rbin,
Western Rock Nuthatch and many more. UnfortunatelyKazbeyi we were not able to see
Glldenstadt's Redstaaind Great Rosefinch, because birds were already highlup, e we di
even try to take a hike for them. On the other hand we did photograph a Wallcreepggniest

Serin, Golden Eagle,dmmergeieiand other high altitude wings, and we also saw Caucasian Black
Grouses and Caucasian Snowcocks through scope.

By the end of thigourneywe had a few ideas in mind for the future tour for Chinese photographers,
but surprisinglyat the end we did point on winter season, with a focus on wintering highlightg
would be short concentrating in only one countémygd thencame an idea to extend number of days
andthereforeexpand the diversityso this is how Azerbaijan gottaour loop.It was just an idea, but

still long way to go, first with proper planning and then preparations.

Finally it was decided to oagize seven days in Georgia and another seven in Azerbaijdms way

group would arrive to Thilisi, Georgian capital and depart back from Baku, capital of Azerbaijan.
From a logistic point of view it was doable, but we had to find right dates, asna ¢ diversity, as

well as in terms of weather conditions. After a long emailing we have chosen mid of December as a
commencement daté&or most of the target species this period would suit very well, as well as
looking back to the weather historyitwod be t he best peitwonldallown De
people to arrivdback home just before new year. Finally all narratives were ready to be presmaohted

we were also looking forwardf first signs, but considering the fact that Georgia and Azerbaijan
would not be very well known countries in China, we did not put big hopes for swift attention, but
knew in advance that it would take some time riegruitment It was silent until mid of October,

when we received a group of four photographers interéstgun, but they asked for date change to

the beginning of Decembebespite of such a short notice and reqdéestiate changewe did agree

and started mme di at e preparation wor ks. Finally ever
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Summary

Day 1 | 3° December 2019:0ur group

of five photographers arrived a nig
before the commencement date. T

plain from China has landed as plann

at 21:35 and meet.

gate, we quickly transferred to oiancy

hotel in the centerforbilisi. This hotel

nicely fits into the overall interior of the
historical Avlabari district, with big
outdoor terraces above the Kura Rive
providing lovely views over the Olc

City. Here we had our first Georgia
breakfast, enjoying surroundint
sceneries and sfosme C.

birds, including Armenian Gulls, Pigmy Cormorants a flock of BJamwned Night Herons
roosting in the tree and some other common sigtfter Areakfast we took off straight to the Greater
Caucasus Mountain®ur driver smartly and carefully egeal all traffic jams, when leaving the city
and driving thorough the so called former mi/l
reached the popular viewpoint, where spotted our first Bearded Vulture and Golden Eagle soaring
above the gorge;uite a usual sight for this place. Unfortunately this time not on proper photography
distance, but instead we got very well approachable Alpine Accentors. It was nice and sunny day,
with very good early afternoon light, so certainly we made quite amoujatity shots.

—+

Alpine Accentor

Driving further, after about wife

kilometers, one of our group mate

shouted; another dmmergeier We

immediately stopped, got out, but by th

time we organized our equipment t,

bird was already far away. We decide . RN

to wat a while and suddenly afte = - ‘ g
maybe ten minutes or so the bir P ‘r-," :
appeared gliding in its manner towarc 20 Pl {
us, and then soaring on a background « .
the snow covered <« o

a dream scene, and it became even m ; & ’ f
dramatic, when just from nowhere | k ’ T3 2 .
Golden Eagle joined it. With such = - ‘N

exciting activities we were almost one hour behind the schedule and late for Iunch, but looked like
nobody really cared about lunch. Soon both birds disappeared beyond the mountains and we movec
on. Reaching our hotel, we firshecked in, had a short rest and then enjoyed our delicious lunch in
the hotel restaurant. After lunch we went not far, but visited closest patch with sea buckthorn grows, a
habitat, where Great Rosefinches and GuldenstadtstBrs winter. Undoubtedlywe had good

views of both species, and in addition a small flock of Horned Larks, Rock Buntings, some thrushes,
such as Redwings;ieldfares, Ring Ouzels and anotheammergeierWe found it interesting also to

walk around and explore the valley, wherergpthe rest of the day until it got dark. Nice dinner was
already served for us in hotel.

Lammergeier

Day 2 | 4" December 2019 Today we faced some weather challenges; it was fogy entire day, with
little snowflakes time to time, and the temperature droppefizoDespite of such tough conditions,
after breakfast we went out anyways and first visited an eastern from the villagee ffowas
unusually quiet, unless a fe®uldenstadt's Redstaria passive move, Blackbirds, a flock of
Fieldfares and Alpine (Yellovbilled) Choughs flying around.
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With such a slow activity we decided t
make a coffee break oun the field,
while dreaming for weather changs
Based at a higher elevation, vie
around our townlet seemed cleaner &
soon we relocated lower down to t
river valley. Parking the bus and jug
before getting out, we spotted a feg
male Redstarts roasg on the bush
tops. It was at least much better ligh# \
here, quite suitable for photograp . e - RACTE. T
work, as well as bird activity looked @SSRS
lot more attractive, with many Redstartg s
both males and females approachable &% P Yo 1 /A% W

a nice distance and a flock of fourteene@r Roseflnches busy chewmg thmsbuckthornseeds

This time we did not stay in one group, but spread to the different sections. Roughly after two hours
of a hard work we were frozen enough and ready for going back to hotel, but with very good results.
In the hotel s restaurant we were having wel
and watching out for any movements, when spotted couple of Griff@msmergeierand Golden

Eagle circling against the fog.

Glldenstadt's Redstart

After lunch we went southwards and f{
the gorge, where resident Golden Eag!
can be well observed all year round, b
arriving to the place it was disappointin
to see entire gorge covered in fo_
Staying here no long, we relocat
towards the Russian ter, a place with i
breathtaking landscape views. It wdigs
also fogy here and in addition it starte
to snow. From bird perspectives, o
Longt ai l ed Tits we
in the pines. So, it was best time ft

cultural activities and we went in to thg
recently reconstructed big monastes

complex and had a nice meet and chat with a Iocal priest, who has Iater invited us to the flreplace in
the monasteryés | ibrary, where we met anot her
Britain. We spoke ttle bit about everything, including politics and the influence of the Soviet Era on
Georgial probably one of the popular topics to touch while visiting Georgia or any other Post Soviet
countries in the Caucasus region, especially being so close to ssmRRborder. So, that was it and

soon we headed back to hotel, where the hotel manager organized for us a special farewell dinner.

TM _"‘
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Day 3 | 8" December 2019:Our last
morning in Kazbegi; It was snong last
night, but surprisinglyclean and sunnyg:
in the morning, just a bit chilly as
usually this time. Much more whitg
around and we could enjoy incredib
views of the Kazbegi Mountain, while
having our breakfast. Before checki
out from hotel we did wit an eastern
gorge again, just in order to s€
Caucasian Black Grouses and Caucas

Great Rosefinch

Foxes were roaming on the sno;
covered slope, Grouses settled m
higher up. We could see them very well, but only through thpescb3 males hangmg together. We
coul dnot hear any <call of Snowcocks and wunfor
they are usually seen from, was covered in sn
in trouble, before lanned long way to the east. Besides Grouses, we also had a few Ring Ouzels,
Glldenstadt's Redstartsd Great Rosefinches again, but nobody really cared to make any more
pictures thatve had them so many last days, but group were rather busy landsbajogsaphy

Maybe little more than an hour here a
we went back to hotel to check out a
head off to the eastern Georgia. Befa
completely leaving Kazbegi region,
still made a few stops along the wa™ 4
including one for lunch not far from the¢
viewpant. We did serve our table rig
in front of the nice looking gorge an
enjoyed our leisurely lunch, whilgs
waiting for anything flying by to_-
capture, but Alpine Choughs an
paragliders were the only and mo
active targets, unless three Reonted &S :
Serins which we saw, but have not bee = NN |

quick enough to nail. Four and a half hours drive, mcludmg one well needed stop and we have arrive
to our hotelin Sighnaghi, a smalistorical town at an elevation of 740 meters, with great views over
the Alazani RiveValley, just opposite to the Greater Caucasus Mountain ridge. Another very nice
and wealthy dinner and then we had a brief group gathering next to the cozy fire place, discussing
plans for tomorrow and next three days of our photography workshop in @goigji s avannah.

&

Gergeti Trlhity Church 2170 m
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